clonic spasms of the recti muscles of the abdomen. When these latter muscles become rigid they cause a severe pain near the ensiform cartilage. This rigidity passes on to the muscles of the back, increasing their already rigid state, and then to the lower extremities.
These spasms are brought on by the slightest exposure to cold air, talking to, or touching the patient. The s.udden contraction of the muscles occasions the most unbearable pain, and the pain, he states, comes from the seat of the injury. There is extreme prostration. The pulse is t 20 per minute and respiration is laborious ; the skin covered with profuse perspiration. Bowels constipated since yesterday. 
